
RESOLUTION NUMBER 82 

HONORING MICHAEL SHREVES 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis has been informed of the activities   

celebrating the life of Michael Shreves aka “Michelle McCausland” for ongoing efforts to ensure diversity and 

end discrimination; and  

 WHEREAS, Shreves emerged victorious in the court battle of 1986 overturning the 1949 Ordinance as 

outlined in City Code 15.30.010 that read,  

“Any person who shall, in this city, appear in any public place in a state of nudity or in a dress not 

belonging to his or her sex or in an indecent or lewd dress, or shall make an indecent exposure of his or 

her person, or be guilty of an indecent or lewd act of behavior shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.”  

 

WHEREAS, the “Masquerade Ordinance” as it was termed was the Ordinance Michael was charged with 

violating. This Ordinance was first passed in 1870 then revised in 1949 both years being restrictive social and 

pollical time periods in the City of St. Louis; and  

 

WHEREAS, on the night of January 14, 1984, while performing at Uncle Marvin’s Nightclub at 1422 

Washington Ave in City of St. Louis Michael Shreves was arrested and charged with violating an Ordinance 

which prohibited “an incident or lewd act of behavior”; and  

 

WHEREAS, while working as a female impersonator, Michael aka Michelle wore hip pads, two pairs of tights, 

nine pairs of stockings, sometimes underneath a bodysuit, a dress, blue jeans, or even a formal evening gown; 

and  

WHEREAS, Michael aka Michelle’s performances often consisted of lip syncing songs from various artists 

and sound tracks. Various dance routines would be performed, as well as stand up comedy. According to one of 

the arresting officers, “Shreves was introduced on the night of his arrest by the previous performer as “Michelle 

Mouth." According to police Shreves took the microphone from the other performer and simulated sucking on 

it. While on stage, Shreves permitted three hecklers to kiss his buttocks; and  

WHEREAS, at the end of his performance, Shreves, dressed in a bodysuit, bent back, cupped his genitals, and 

moaned and groaned.” At that time, City Code Number 15.30.010 and Ordinance considered these acts illegal; 

and  

WHEREAS, he was arrested by City police afterwards. Michael was only 26 years old at that time of his arrest. 

The arrest lead to a long court battle and finally on July 9, 1986 the City’s Ordinance was ruled 

unconstitutional; and   

WHEREAS, because of the bravery of one man, one Drag Queen, doing drag in the City of St. Louis is now 

legal which has changed the City of St. Louis forever, making it a more inclusive place to work and live.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to remember, recognize and celebrate the strength and endurance of Michael Shreves aka 

“Michelle McCausland” and his victory over unjust laws. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a 

copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to the end that 

it may be presented to Drew Jones at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 16th day of September, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Shane Cohn, Alderman 25th Ward    

The Honorable Annie Rice, Alderwoman 8th Ward  

The Honorable Bill Stephens, Alderman 12th Ward  



Alderwoman Tina Pihl, Alderwoman 17th Ward  

 

Adopted this 16th day of September, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Joseph Vollmer 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


